H-JI__ e whiere was he marmr inspiring
thas s his werk. In sdidition ba paadnnking,
]p- |]|||-i.'|l.||‘:h‘| rrh1rr1|.'u.r| 100 ::-r.urnlu-r
ssokes ana i_'rHJI‘H‘I ghand ek b i!luH'n.‘
I,q,ll.ll‘l'.-ﬂi'l Ha lirved lrl:lrllll_. M.ﬁ'.lLdr the
H1r‘Ll |;||I e prvat wribers, and il
Daugherty's horme baday is  bestirony to
I‘I..|| T,:I- am I-\.TH-J with l]u'lw!l. i Liniie
g mot only the artiet’s book, bat that of
the |ievary masters, wha influraced him

I a hardwriten Il'l.l‘lv.'*l-"'."'\l‘"-!l',
]:rr.rl-'i.a-rd to the 'I.-IH.M'II' Q}-lﬂﬂl‘l'l_r]'lrlli
mofl {hee artisl wrides Clr =|I.l l_'s“HI‘u.qu
peting that books were a sowroe of advei:
lnise u.l!ll -mmF-:IH Bam in .un'iur.
WG, in 1887, be bived firet in the
Madawa 'lurﬁnw‘l!lp an!]rrrunn' LT
u‘“ﬁ*|i|h‘t‘ﬂ-ﬂ_ D, whire ke attended the
'l:'u.ﬂ:n:irall. J‘I.Tt :\‘.:flﬁ'ﬂl'l

Bia sutobiography includes a collecs

JSarnes Dangherty:

Tl-lmugh the
Artist’s E}.re:

by Kathleen Balak Faills

= A word of art ir an abetract or spitome of
the workd, [¢ fr the remelt o expremtica of
reatrre, Ir erireiaiL A Mpll Walda

B e reen. {131 Somrad ol Trampets, & pebeitios
ol Pavmon. by Jamvan Diemghtens 1971, Vikiag Paas
Kew Vo, .Y |

Jarnes Diasgherty helped shape the
srecdution of American abefract ard in the
parly years of the 0th cenbary, He painbed
Enncnabive b rections stressing color a the
TRy rnlil Hr”l}l-l e, l‘lll' rrerved
Weston in 1923 with his Rumian-bom
wike, Semia, & writer, and his som, Charles,
who wai Bine ;.-mﬂnnu. Udl.nilurl'r’u-'l
il mady sstalblished hismsell in the srt world
as & poneer i the nes movement that
stremed color mither than q:lllg'-h'tl

MHer mooving here, be continued 1o
paint. Bt his work took on & wider
d.pmﬂ-unr I'I.'FTF‘III'I: [ I:I'h‘I-L st rillisere
.'.I'J rn|.||l.1].l He wrode sred illust sated his
[ e hamabe dire |.'I'|i]-r|m|, '.-"l.ru.l!.r sl
e I,.I'I-ﬂ' in 1938, In 1540 b wom the
','\'-n}.n_-,- Mlodal for = Darsind oo, ©

Hip g, ':Il‘l.ll'll!' whe lives imn the e
Pilmlqlm.u-_,' l‘l-:n.'lll bhis jarenkd .I'uml:l‘l.t
l:l'..lln ll'u-_r et Cirerrich 'l.'i].lla [ e
part of the Bamous WestportWeston art
n'-im:r_. st for an inlerview in hu;ivirlﬂ
FENHT Il1|h'l| "] I'.JI-.:'I I'Hl\ |'|.'|-|l rlll.r:"l'l'n-u'h'

“ A a rnatume arlisd rr.].-'”, ] hane grrak
acrmirabion fas my [sthrr am both an ariie
and & prreplive, compaisotale Tuirnan
Lri.n..',' gibd Chades. He recallad his father
ab an ineplring, positive force, Bod omly in
bais ||.+|". et i thee Jiovrs o ETudATY b torchand
;.-em-..nﬂj.- l.lig |:th"|1 ]l.'ul wr.L.

_I:uinlh l}-ui:l\rﬂrw i cornlantalle in
fromd of an J.lu‘l.'-ntll_ am e was n [llnn1 u_'-'[
ks vasel, “F-rni-n}wl- pl”i-r rpﬂllirb.*, aml
I'IFI'-.i |‘|.I.l'i“'ll'!'l..l'|t ll'h‘l ||I-|lr.|.11|.nl l|..1-.|-.
enthusanm and good bumor. At one point,
b e win foe the state I.r-.'i.ll.ullum Bug
only hall-heastedly. Chares recalled bow
the family set out for a Ry Car
brip just ar his lsther's friends were placing
tha sriist's rame on the ballot s 3 Demns-
eratic candidate. “We stopped some place in
Missouri, so bee oowuld call Jus e ke
mire he hadn u:ln.,' Charles |Illlr;;'|‘-|J

fiom ot Eree apsocialions I.|‘|11:||.|4:. ik I'!F-II‘I:
ar artist In“-ﬂL’i.‘h.‘  F E.iu I‘n'lyl'ml

Jha rrurs T:uu;lvﬂr wyohbe: ']:.n'l:r
m'.u"ﬁ.'l'\'-:l.ru @.i;r.in |n::u|.1 Lnr\ .1th|. {he
n;\nnl." country winkrre ared the Ltle red
oY NN [ Np—— 1y dad’s sawr mill ard 1|if
singing "The Daring Yourg Man on the
E:h.'irl..' Tnpl'l.l' .1r.J. nll-.n Arerican momng
Lnr szfl - ala his m‘ll:l; ot ||r|l||J Ao o
Chiasscer’s "Cante rL-u.r.r Talea™ All this on
the banks of the Wk =

When the D«ru.!.lrr!:n imacrerd 0
"r-rﬂcml i wad B @ wood Frame besse on s
dirt |-.1.1.‘| with e name .:"'I.IH]'| |ater i
|'-r~r:n'-|- h‘l‘h‘ll‘l‘l ET] 'Hrn.h‘l .qlrnrt_ L‘r.ltn‘l [}
the I\!‘MFH:II""TH““. E.n.- TI"!'
Daughertys could look scrom & eeadow,
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: While U‘duglrlt_l.r L—nqu-.'-ﬂ I.]'_l,r traveled to
A New York to visit gallerics and meet with
publishers, his heart was in Weston. He
took solace in the tranguility of country
life. He started a hiking club, whose
membership induded other famous artists,
like Ralph L. Boyer, a friend from early
day on St. Mark's Place, in New Yark.

He was very happy here, his son
rocalled. “He and his artist friends used to
go up to Valley Forge and Devil's Den and
paint and picnic,” he said. During the
FULITITET, tl:l.ql' would head to Compo.

But, during those long cold, winter
nights the artist took comfort in the
memaries of his boyhood. Sitting by the



tall, fieldstone fireplace, located at the
center of the D;@Eﬁylmmr,ﬂnlrﬁﬂ
would spend hours rading to his son. “He
read the complete hanhoe and the works of
Jarmes Fenimore Cooper. That's how we
plm&lhnmntnrmnhll'-ﬂﬂ-ﬂn
locking out at a snowy landacape.

In the 1520, tlulmiiﬂpulndrd
quite dilferent. “This comer of Connecti-
mlwm#mniunhlﬁﬂmnaguu
80,” he mid. For exarnple, Cyrstal Lake,
which today, is ringed by expensive homes,
wnnt:ll.th.lt.lﬂ ]:ul:rmar]m with a
pwamp that froze in winter. “We used to
‘p:t-hhl'.]um,' Charles said.

it was summer or winter,
Dwdﬂiﬂ?llwlﬂ{mmdtﬁﬁm!:plmt}m
countryside. But, he couldn't wait to get
back to his easel. “His work was for the
most part his recreation,” said Chades. His
two rtudios am in use today by Charles, 2
successhul painter, and his wile, Lisa, an

“His camer was somewhat split - he was
always a painter,” Charles said. “But after
he moved here in 1923, he got more and
mniniul:mliﬂhuinﬁun.n;“ﬂﬂm the
Grﬂi[}l'p]ﬁ:n it, Daugherty was
m:uidtnﬂini murals, a number of
which still survive. Before his death in
Febrary 1974, he war working hard as an
abstract painter. His works are in the
collections of The Whitney Museum of
American Art, the Museum of American
Art, Yale Uniwnily,uﬂul:hﬂnuim U.E.
ruseurns. His son carries on the tradition,
nﬂnlﬂynnpﬁn’su,htlnemungiru
others. For several years, Chardes and Lim
have been actively involved in the Weston
Cultural Events Committee, which
attempts to bring the works of local artiste
to the attention of their fellow Westonites.
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